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Die unveranderte Augsborgische Konfession. Deutsch und 
Lateinisch nach den besten Handschriften aus dem Besitze 
der Unterzeichner. Kritische Ausgabe mit den wichtigsten 
Varianten der Handschriften und dem Textus receptus. Von 
Paul Tschackert. Leipzig: Deichert, 1901. Pp. x + 231. 
M. 7. 
Text- Ausgabe. Pp. 54. M. 1. 

The Augsburg Confession, in a German and in a Latin text, was 
delivered to the emperor Charles V., June 25, 1530. The signers of the 
Confession did not keep an official copy of either text. But subse- 
quently they had copies of the finished Confession made for their 
private use, and these they brought or sent home. Melancthon's editio 
princeps, printed in the autumn of 1530, was by no means a simple 
reproduction of the originals. This has long been known. The 
German text introduced into the "Book of Concord" in 1580 was 
taken, not from the original German text, but from an inexact copy 
made before the Confession had been finished and signed. The Latin 
copy taken into the same book was Melancthon's editio princeps. Thus 
it has happened that the official text of the Augsburg Confession, 
known as the Textus Receptus, is far from being a reproduction of the 
text delivered to the emperor. 

Professor Tschackert, chiefly by means of nine " authoritative codi- 
ces" — five German and four Latin — formerly in the possession of the 
signers of the Confession, has constructed a critical text of the Augs- 
burg Confession, which, beyond the possibility of doubt, reproduces the 
original text with a very high degree of accuracy. This critical text devi- 
ates from the Textus Receptus in more than 450 instances in the German, 
and in about 150 in the Latin. The result, which must be accepted, 
and has been accepted by the German reviewers of the book, as rela- 
tively final, shows that "the German text of the Confession in the 
' Book of Concord ' is out and out inaccurate," and that " the Latin 
text of Melancthon and of the 'Book of Concord' is thus beyond 
doubt not the Confessio Invariata, delivered June 25, but a private 
writing of Melancthon." 

Of course, the vast majority of the variants are utterly without 
doctrinal significance ; but not a few of them do materially affect the 
sense. This is especially the case in Articles iv, xiii, xviii, xxvii, xxviii, 
of the German text, and in Articles xiii, xviii, xxi, xxiv, xxvi, xxviii, of 
the Latin text. The editio princeps is much more protestantized than 
the original text, which is here restored. This critical edition effectu- 
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ally explodes the conceit of " the Unaltered Augsburg Confession," as 
the same was installed by the authors of the " Form of Concord," and 
has been so long made a test of Lutheran orthodoxy. Of this book 
sixty-two pages describe the various MSS. ; the remaining pages contain 
the critical text and the Textus Receptus, both in German and in Latin, in 
parallel columns, with the variants of the different MSS. in the margin. 

The " Text Edition " simply gives the two critical texts — the 
German in modern spelling — and is intended "for ministers, teach- 
ers, students, and scholars." 

James W. Richard. 

Gettysburg, Pa. 



A History of the Church of Christ. By Herbert Kelly. 
Vol. I. New York: Longmans, Green & Co., 1901. Pp. 
vii+329. §1.25, net. 

The Church of the Fathers. A History of Christianity from 
Clement to Gregory. By Robert Thomas Kerlin. Nash- 
ville (Tenn).: Publishing House of the M. E. Church, South, 
1901. Pp. xiii+347. #1.25. 

The Ancient Catholic Church from the Accession of Trajan 
to the Fourth General Council. By Robert Rainy. 
New York : Scribner, 1902. Pp. xii + 529. #2.50, net. 

These works cover respectively the three periods : 29-324 A. D., 
100-600 A. D., 98-451 A. D. The first was written by an Anglican, 
the second by a Methodist, the third by a Presbyterian. The first dis- 
cusses various churchly and theological ideas found in certain of the 
ante-Nicene Fathers ; the second, in a more diffuse and general way, 
describes the progress of Christianity from the end of the first century 
to the accession of Gregory I.; the third begins with the reign of 
Trajan and ends with the council of Chalcedon, and treats of the rise, 
growth, and influence of the ancient catholic church. A volume by 
the same author on the later catholic church is in preparation. 

The title of Professor Kelly's work is entirely misleading. There 
is no attempt to give A History of the Church of Christ. The events 
which make up that history — even the most important — are not even 
mentioned. The author is concerned, rather, with certain " underlying 
ideas" — ecclesiastical and doctrinal — which he reproduces from the 
writings of sundry church fathers. In the apostolic period he is 
interested in various topics suggested by the Acts and epistles ; in the 
sub-apostolic period he directs attention to the episcopal teachings of 



